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FINANCE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (EMERGENCY RELIEF) BILL 2021 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Mental Health), read 
a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [9.52 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
The Finance Legislation Amendment (Emergency Relief) Bill 2021 seeks to amend the Taxation Administration 
Act 2003 and the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 to allow the Treasurer to declare tax or grant relief measures 
considered necessary to relieve the financial or economic impacts of a declared emergency. When the government 
announced the payroll tax relief measures for small businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic last year, the 
measures could not be administered until new legislation was passed. As a result of delivering that urgent legislation, 
it was identified that emergency tax relief powers, similar to those introduced in Victoria at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, would provide a flexible mechanism for the government to urgently respond to emergencies. 
The amendments to the Taxation Administration Act will allow the Treasurer, in consultation with the Minister for 
Finance, to declare tax relief measures considered necessary to provide relief from the financial or economic impacts 
of a declared emergency. A tax relief measure means a waiver of tax, a reduction in a tax rate, an exemption from 
tax, or a deferral of the due date for lodging payroll tax returns. After a tax declaration is made, the Commissioner of 
State Revenue can administer the measures as part of the state’s tax laws without passing legislation. This means 
the commissioner’s administration and enforcement powers will apply, including information-gathering powers to 
investigate claims for tax relief, and statutory objection and review rights for taxpayers who disagree with how tax 
relief measures have been applied. 
The amendments include safeguards to ensure declarations can be used only in limited circumstances. Tax relief 
measures will be declared only in connection with a state of emergency or an emergency situation declared under 
the Emergency Management Act 2005 or a public health state of emergency declared under the Public Health 
Act 2016. The Treasurer’s declaration must specify which emergency the relief measures relate to, describe each 
tax relief measure and the period for which they will apply, and specify the persons to whom the measures will apply. 
The declaration can contain relief measures for a period that occurred before the emergency was declared or before 
the tax relief declaration came into effect. However, relief measures cannot be declared for an emergency more than 
12 months after the emergency has ended. The measures also cannot be declared for a period longer than two years. 
This is on the basis that longer term relief measures should be supported by specific legislation. 
A tax relief declaration is subsidiary legislation and must be published in the Government Gazette, and can be 
amended by publishing a further instrument in the Government Gazette. This may include changes required to a tax 
relief measure to facilitate its proper administration or to prevent it from being misused or improperly applied. 
Corresponding amendments will be made to the First Home Owner Grant Act to allow the Treasurer to declare an 
increase to the grant or cap an amount to alleviate the financial or economic impacts of a declared emergency. 
Unlike a tax relief measure, a grant relief measure cannot apply to a retrospective period that has ended before the 
emergency was declared. Passing this bill quickly will ensure the government can provide further COVID-19 relief 
as it considers necessary, or tax or grant relief in response to any other emergencies in our state. The associated 
explanatory memorandum contains further details of the amendments. 
Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give effect 
to a bilateral or multilateral intergovernmental agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does 
this bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 
I commend the bill to the house and table the explanatory memorandum. 
[See paper 572.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
__________ 
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